UNIFORM DISTRICT BYLAWS

ARTICLE I

MEETINGS

Section 1.  There shall be not more than six (6) regular meetings annually:   July, September, November, January, March and May.

Meetings shall be called to order by the Council Director.  The meeting immediately preceding the Department Convention shall be the annual meeting.  In the event of emergencies, the Director is empowered to cancel a District meeting with consent of the majority of the Board, by radio announcement or other available means.

Section 2.  All officers and chairmen of all committees shall make an annual report at the Annual Meeting and a supplemental report covering period from annual meeting to date successor is installed, if such a period exists.

Section 3.  A quorum shall consist of twenty-five percent of the Units in good standing at any meeting.  Units shall be in good standing when Council dues have been paid.  A Unit shall be in arrears if dues are not paid by January 1st of any year.

Section 4.  Special meetings may be called by the District Executive Committee or at the request of five Units in writing, said request to be signed by the Secretary thereof.

Section 5.  The Secretary shall mail a call for each meeting at least ten (10) days prior to the date upon which meeting is to be held.

Section 6.  The District caucus shall be held at least ten (10) days prior to the Department Convention.

ARTICLE II

COMMITTEES

Section 1.  There shall be an Executive Committee consisting of the officers of this Council, the Junior Past Director and not more than seven others who shall be elected at the Annual Meeting.

Section 2.  The committee shall have as a quorum a majority of its members.

Section 3.  The committee shall meet at the call of the Director or at least three of its members, provided however, that it shall meet at least once prior to the meeting of the Council.

Section 4.  In addition to such other duties as may hereinafter be prescribed, the Executive Committee shall consider and present to the Council, of its own motion, all such matters as it may have called to its attention that it may deem to be advantageous and beneficial to the Council unless there may be a special committee appointed for the particular purpose in question.

Section 5.  Such other committees may be created and selected as the Council may delegate.

Section 6.  The Council Executive Committee shall be the trustee of all property of the Council, both real and personal.  The Executive Committee may appoint from its membership a custodian who shall be responsible for the safe keeping of such property as may be designated by vote of the Executive Committee and who shall see that such property as may be entrusted to her care be turned over to the incoming District Director at installation.

Section 7.  The District Executive Committee shall have full power to expel or suspend or remove from office for inefficiency, neglect of duty, misconduct in office, dishonesty, conduct unbecoming an officer, or other good cause shown, any elective or appointive officer of the District, therein after a fair and impartial hearing on written charges brought against such officer.  Notice containing a statement of the charges shall be given the officer at least fifteen (15) days prior to the date fixed therein for said hearing, written by the District Secretary.  Said hearing shall be conducted pursuant to such rules and regulations, as said District Executive Committee shall prescribe.  After the filing of such charges, the District Director may at once, if she deems advisable, temporarily suspend any such officer pending the hearing of said charges.  She shall also have the power to call a special meeting of the District Executive Committee to fill any vacancy caused by any such suspension.  Upon the hearing of said charges, no officer shall be removed unless two thirds of the Committee at such meeting vote in favor of the removal.  An officer or member so suspended or expelled has the right of appeal to the Department Executive Committee.  The decision of the Department Executive Committee shall be final.  ( Dept. Convention 2002)

ARTICLE III

REPRESENTATION

Section 1.  Each Unit is entitled to three (3) delegates, one of whom shall be the Unit President.  These delegates to be elected from the floor at the meeting immediately preceding the Council meeting.  At the District caucus only duly elected Department Convention delegates shall attend and vote.  In the absence of the delegates, alternates may vote.

Section 2.  The Officers, Executive Committee members and Past Directors of any District shall, provided they are in good standing in their local Unit be voting members of this Council, their vote to be credited to their local Unit.

ARTICLE IV

COUNCIL FUNDS

Section 1.  The revenue of this Council shall be derived from the various Units.  Method of raising this fund shall be as follows in this District:  _________ Dues per Unit shall be __________ (No change shall be made from Standing Rule No. 9 amended at the meeting of April 5, 1958, without first securing approval of the Department Executive Committee.)  Units not having paid District dues on or before January 1st of each year, shall not be in good standing in said district and shall forfeit privilege of voting or participating in Council meetings.

Section 2.  The expense of the _________ District delegate to the National Convention shall not be more than the Department allowance for Department delegates and shall be paid by the Council.

Section 3.  Any new project which involves an additional assessment on Units within a District shall be presented to the Department Executive Committee for approval before final action by the Council.

ARTICLE V

DUTIES OF COUNCIL OFFICERS

DIRECTOR
Section 1.  The District Director for District No. _____ shall be the Chairman of the Council.  She shall preside at all meetings of the Council and of the Council Executive Committee and perform such other duties as are prescribed in parliamentary authority or other duties provided by National or Department rules of the American Legion Auxiliary.  She shall be a voting member of the Department Executive Committee.  She shall hold a meeting of all hospital and welfare chairmen in District No. ______ at least once a year.  The Director or her appointed officer shall install all Units officers within the District between adjournment of Department Convention and before November 1st of each year.  The Director shall serve as Chairman of Rehabilitation and Christmas Gift Shop as well as Chairman of Constitution and Bylaws.

VICE-DIRECTORS

Section 2.  In the absence of the Director from any meeting of the State Department or the Department Executive Committee, the Vice-Directors, in order of priority, shall represent the Director.  They shall, in order of priority, act for the Director at all Council meetings or meetings of the Executive Committee of the Council in the absence of that officer.

SECRETARY

Section 3.  The Council Secretary shall keep an accurate record of the Council and Executive Meetings and report the proceedings of same.  She shall carry on the correspondence as directed by the Director and the Council Executive Committee, send out all literature and give notice of all meetings of the Council.  She shall keep on file in the Council records, a list of names and addresses of all Unit Presidents and Secretaries within the District.  She shall furnish the Treasurer with list of Auxiliary officers as she may require.  In the absence of the Director and Vice-Directors from any meeting of the State Department or the Department Executive Committee, the Council Secretary shall represent the District.

TREASURER

Section 4.  The Treasurer shall have charge of all funds and securities of the Council and their collection.  She shall deposit in such banks as the Executive Committee may direct to the credit of the ____________ County Council, District No. ______, American Legion Auxiliary, and draw thereon by check for the payment of all bills duly authorized.  All bills shall be paid by the Treasurer, after they have been signed by the Council Director and approved by the Council and the Executive Committee, if called upon.  She shall give an annual report at the annual meeting, her accounts having been previously audited by the Auditing committee of the Council, and a supplementary report covering period from annual meeting to day successor is installed if such a period exists.  She shall be bonded to such amount as the Department Executive Committee directs, the premium of such bond to be paid through the Department of Massachusetts, before March 1st of each year.  She shall send bills on the first of each Auxiliary year to each Unit in accordance with the rule covering council fees.

CHAPLAIN

Section 5.  The Chaplain shall offer prayer in accordance with the rules of the American Legion Auxiliary at all meeting and ceremonies of the Council.  She shall have charge of all memorials, prepare the District Necrology for the Department and perform such other duties as the Director may direct.

HISTORIAN

Section 6.  The Historian shall keep a record of all County activities and compile same and forward to the Department Historian for her annual report.

SERGEANT-AT-ARMS

Section 7.  The Sergeant-at-Arms shall be present at all meetings of the Council, ascertain the number of members in good standing and perform such other duties as the Director may direct.  Members must show their membership cards to the Sergeant-at-Arms upon request.

ARTICLE VI

AMENDMENTS
Section 1.  These Bylaws may be amended by a two-thirds vote of the delegates present at any Council meeting, provided however, that the call for the meeting shall have set forth fully the articles to be amended or the amendments desired and provided further that the proposed changes have the approval of the Department Executive Committee.

Section 2.  Amendments shall become operative as soon as adopted and approved by the Department Executive Committee.

ARTICLE VII

PARLIAMENTARY RULINGS

     This Council shall be governed by Roberts Rules of Order, Revised, unless otherwise provided herein.

     (This is a true copy of the District Constitution and Bylaws as amended by the Department Executive Committee.  (Department Convention 2002)
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